Maryport & District Neighbourhood Forum

Minutes of the meeting held on 15th December 2009 at Ewanrigg Community Centre
Welcome & Introduction

The forum was chaired by Cllr Keith Little and Cllr Eddie Martin
Apologies from Bill Cameron
Managing Radioactive Waste Safely – Charles Holmes & Mike Heslip
The government initiative is to find a final home for higher level radioactive waste.  They invited communities to talk to them about hosting a ‘Geological Disposal Facility’.  This was voluntary and a withdrawal can be made at any time.

Allerdale Borough Council, Copeland Borough Council and Cumbria County Council have expressed an interest partly as 70% of waste is already at Sellafield.  A partnership has been set up which comprises of a number of organizations (please see westcumbriamrws.org.uk for further details).  The aim of the partnership is to recommend whether of not West Cumbria should make a decision to participate in the Government siting process.  The partnership meet in public every six weeks for updates, the next meeting is the 13th January 2010 at The Wave Centre, Maryport.  
The steps to this process are:

· Government Invitation (this is where we are at the moment)

· Screen out areas with clearly unsuitable geology

· Decide, in consultation with community, whether to proceed to the next stage (Mid 2011)

· Detailed geological investigations (up to this point a withdrawal can be made at any time)
· Planning application and potential construction (20-25 years away)

Comments & Questions
1. 
The county volunteered but only to support Copeland and Allerdale.  We already have Sellafield and Wind Turbines.  West Cumbria depends on Nuclear jobs but we need to see if its worth it.  Sellafield has been privatized and is now a business that will need to continue.  We haven’t got enough knowledge to make an opinion.
No decision is being made.  They are sharing the information they have and believe this will raise questions that they will take back for answering.

2. 
There is a danger that West Cumbria is to be seduced by bribes.  The feeling is that Central Government isn’t telling us everything.  We need to interrogate government.  There is no denying that they need to find a site and quickly.  I feel it is unlikely to be 20-25yrs time and that government will be fast tracking this.  We need to delay this and get some real answers.

Government are not imposing.  Copeland had their hands up first and if anything went wrong the damage wouldn’t be confined to Copeland.  The County Council expressed an interest as it had a duty to protect the rest of Cumbria.  No other area has expressed an interest.

3. 
Government is going to look at all the waste that is already here.  Copeland must be the most nuclear friendly place in the country, they like to have the income and the government knows this.
4. 
Rumours are that the areas being considered are Broughton Moor, The Dump and Derwent Forest.

Work will be done in March/April on possible areas then the information will be made available.

5. 
It is significant that no other area in the UK has volunteered.  The Lake District will be labeled the ‘Nuc District’.  We have to consider what this will do to businesses and tourists.
6. 
The vast majority of people expect it to come to Cumbria.  Not because they want it here but because ‘Sellafield owns West Cumbria’ because of the amount of jobs and the good pensions and wages it creates.  They should have never volunteered  and the government would have had to come up with a much better package.
7. 
No food businesses want to come here due to the Nuclear sites.

8. 
Are the any others in the world?
Yes.  There is one further along the process in Sweden and in France they are testing  a defined area.  At present they won’t be taking waste from other Countries.

Maryport Integrated Care Pilot – Brian Money
NHS Cumbria is being re-organised.  The NHS have always had increases in funding but due to the national debt has come along and the future is now hazy.
There have been 16 pilot schemes nationally, 3 within Cumbria.  Maryport, Cockermouth and South Lakeland.  The pilot started on 1st April 2009 and is a 2 year pilot supported by the Primary Care Trust.  Every procedure outside primary care has to be paid for and Cumbria was in serious financial deficit.  The Primary Care Trust are re-organising themselves to oversee health care in Cumbria taking decisions to the 6 localities with their own budgets.
The scheme enables Maryport (and the same will happen in Cockermouth) to have a full budget for patients in Maryport.  This will give the freedom to move money around the system as to what works best for the patients.

Initial proposals would include:- alcohol service, minor injuries unit to stay open until 10pm every evening, develop local diagnostics such as x-ray and ultrasounds, improve rehabilitation services so that more patients can be discharged earlier and the ability to utilise staff better.

Ambitions: to build a centre for community surgical services which will be going back to what the NHS was at its conception.  It will be easier to communicate and co-ordinate with consultants.

Questions and Comments

1.  
Would this endanger West Cumberland Hospital?
2.  
If less people are going into WCH surely they will lose it.  The only reason we have two hospitals (Carlisle and WCH) is because of the vast area.
3. 
Some people don’t go home to warm houses so checks need to be made that care within the community isn’t neglect for some.

4.  
Cockermouth have the space to extend the cottage hospital, what will happen at Maryport?

We are currently waiting on architects to look at the current sites.  One issue will be parking.  They could also look at a completely new site.

5.
Care in the community is essential.  There need to be a wrap around integrated service.

6.  
This will be a good thing for Maryport.  They have a lot of sports groups/clubs and the minor injuries will be beneficial.

7. 
If the pilot scheme has already been running for 9 months, when will a decision be made?

They will have full responsibility for the budget from April 2010
Ideas for futures meetings
Derwent Forest  -  Cumbria County Council and Allerdale Borough Council to attend.  A good place to have the meeting would be Broughton Moor.
Cumbria Highways – Andrew Butler to talk about traffic and bridges
Community Grants

New Applications considered at the meeting and recommendations made as follows:-
Maryport Amateur Operatic & Dramatic Society

£500
Frostoms FC






£100

Flimby Male Voice Choir




£900

Netherhall Rugby Football Club Ltd


£1000

Netherhall Football Club




£700

Sitting on the grants panel were:-
Keith Little


CCC

Eddie Martin


CCC

Heather Snodden

CCC
Date of next meeting

16th March 2010
