Notes of a Meeting of the Belle Vue Neighbourhood Forum
Held on Monday 21 June 2010 7pm

1. Welcome and Introductions
Cllr Mike Clarke, Chair welcomed everyone to the Forum and introduced Cllr Mary Styth (Mayor) and Cllr Ian Stockdale and David Sheard, Carlisle Area Support Manager.
2.
Apologies and Declarations of Interest

Apologies were received from Councillor Riddle, David Ramshaw and Kenneth Strickland.  There were no declarations of interest at this point.  
3.
Notes of Last Meeting and Matters Arising

The notes of the last meeting of the Forum were agreed.

Burgh Road is an A class road.

Cllr Styth commented on the Ministers visit at the last neighbourhood forum in January and that he was impressed with how well the police, Councillors and residents worked together at the forum.
4.
Police and Fire Issues
The police were trying to combine different methods regarding the parking issues at Belle Vue Primary School including visits to the schools to give road safety talks and patrolling at muster times.  The police would try to trace the trailer that is being parked on the double yellow lines.

The following update was given:-
· Burglary at Dalton Avenue – inquiries were continuing.  The police advised residents to keep their front doors locked when they were in their gardens.

· 2 successful arrests and prosecution for drugs.

· Shadygrove Police Station was at full strength with 6 dedicated community police officers, 6 PCSO’s, Inspector and a Sergeant.  Due to the proposed spending cuts there could be some job losses but hopefully these will be natural loss and retirement.
· Anti social behaviour (underage drinking) at Heysham Park – Operation Nectarine would again be used this year following on from its success last year.
· A street safe event had taken place but had been poorly attended.  The police were looking to change the format of the way they engage with residents.  A mobile police unit could be taken into key areas to liaise with residents.

It was suggested that as the police were already attending forum meetings was this not the way forward to engage with residents as it had already proved a successful forum for engagement.
Cllr Stockdale expressed his thanks to Mark and his colleagues for their policing in the Belle Vue area.

5.
Heysham Park/Beck Field and Spider Park Play/Landscape Improvement
Luke Leathers showed maps and plans of the proposals for the play areas.  Luke outlined the five areas for improvement.  The plans would be available to be viewed at the end of the meeting and would also be available the following day for viewing.  
Spider Park

· 35k to spend before March 2011

· BMX track

· Path linking Beaver Road with seating

· New entrance railings

· Hard surface/tree planting etc.

The forum was given the opportunity to raise comments or ask questions.  These included:-

· Derelict part of the park  - pavilion/Play Raffles not a good image.
· Details were given of the upgrading at Living Well Trust where Lovells have pebble dashed the outside of the house and put in shutters.   Riverside has put in electrics.  Bob McKnight has supplied painter and decorators.  F&M Flooring have supplied half price flooring.  The work has neared completion.

The pavilion needs work done on it.  The car park needs cleaned up, bund taken out, low railings removed and the play equipment taken out or refurbished.

A Community Gala will take place on 18 September 2010 using a grant awarded by the Neighbourhood Forum.

Cllr Rutherford raised the issue of the path at Green Land/Coledale Meadow which freezes when it floods and becomes very dangerous.

Cllr Stockdale reminded the forum of the play area at Acredale Road which had fallen into disrepair but had a new play area with funding secured from Playbuilders.  Funding was now being sought for older people’s play equipment.
Luke reminded the forum that he needed feedback from Heysham Park by the end of June and Spider Park by the end of July.

6
PFI Build Fire Station
Alan Sowerby and Justin Robinson, Cumbria Fire and Rescue Service gave a presentation on the new fire station to be built between Raffles Avenue and Brookside.  Copies of the presentation were passed round the forum for people to look at.

The fire station would have the following:-

· One bay for one fire engine

· Community room – for community use free of charge

· Disabled lift and toilet

· Vending machine

· Break out space

· Roof Terrace

· Dining room

· Eventually a gym that can be used by Occupational Health.

· Community garden (adopted by the school).

The forum was given the opportunity to give comments or ask questions.  These included:-

· What equipment will the new station at Harraby have?  1 appliance, specialist equipment, training facilities and area ladder platform.

· When will the station be in use?  August 2011

· What will happen with the city centre station?  Belongs to Cumbria County Council so it will be up to them what happens to it.

· Have the problems that the main objectors (school and parents) been solved?  Yes they have and the school is happy with the plan and any outstanding issues have been resolved.

· What staffing will be at the station?  The station will be staffed 24 hours per day, seven days per week.  Shift patterns would be reviewed.

7.
Grants

	GENERAL BUDGET
	£7,363

	Belle Vue Church Youth Club 
	Towards the cost of a children’s camp at Blaithwaite House near Keswick.
	£300.00

	Friends of Acredale Road Community Park
	Towards the cost of exercise equipment.
	£3,000

	Jenna Davidson                          
	Towards transport costs.
	£100.00


	YOUTH GENERAL BUDGET
	£1,688

	Belle Vue Church Club                                                             
	Towards the cost of a children’s camp at Blaithwaite House near Keswick. 
	£350.00

	Belle Vue Church Youth Club                               
	Towards the cost of youth camp at Keswick.
	£250.00

	Living Well Trust                                                               
	Towards cost of family fun days.
	£200.00

	Living Well Trust                                                               
	Towards the cost of super heroes holiday club.
	£400.00


8.
Residents concerns
The following concerns were raised:-

· When will Newtown Road be resurfaced?

· Pothole on Dobinson Road – Cllr Stockdale would raise this with Richard Hayward.

· A request for a bin at Moorhouse Road/Grinsdale Avenue

· Dropped kerb (2 inches proud) at Criffle Road (Green Lane end).

· Sheenan Gardens – could the grass be strimmed.
· Could the Horse and Farrier Pub be tidied up?  The land was owned by Tesco and outline planning permission was in for a convenient store.

· Overgrown footpath between High Meadow and Berkeley Grange which is also being used by a Berkeley Grange resident who is dumping their Leylandi and other hedge growth over the fence.
It was agreed that Willie McCreadie be invited to the next meeting to give an update on Street Cleaning.

Updates were given from the actions recorded at the last meeting.
These included:-

· VAS signs installed one on Moorhouse Road and one on Burgh Road
· Dog fouling has not improved and would be reported again to the City Council.

The councillors expressed that they would like the action sheets to be more detailed and distributed to everyone at the meeting.

Cllr Jessica Riddle who had sent her apologies to the meeting would like 20mph round all schools in the Belle Vue area.  It was agreed that a referral for 20mph would sent to Carlisle Local Committee for discussion.

There was still concerns that there was still speeding on Moorhouse Road.  The police would look into this.

Discussions took place on Local Committee funding for traffic wardens at school muster times.  Have they been to any schools?

2. Any Other Business
There was no other business.
10.
Date of the Next Meeting

To be confirmed.
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