WETHERAL & STANWIX RURAL NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM

Newtown Village Hall 

10 June 2010

1.
Welcome and Introductions

Councillor John Mallinson welcomed everyone to the forum.  He Introduced Andy Lloyd who was to give a presentation on Community Land Trusts and Local Regeneration.

2.
Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Andrea McCallum, Cumbria Fire Service, Cary Creegan, Mr and Mrs Grey from Scotby, Councillor Nick Marriner, Mike Ridley from Irthington, Marilyn Bowman, John Bainbridge and Graham Crawley.

Councillor D Parsons declared an interest with regards to the grant for Down-A-Gate Community Centre.  

3.
Notes of Last Meeting and Matters Arising

The notes of the last meeting were agreed.  There were no matters arising.

4.
Police and Local Issues

PC Paul Bowyer updated the forum on issues relating to the ward.  He commented on an issue which was brought up at the last forum meeting regarding parking outside Scotby School.  He had visited the school on several occasions with Kevin Crawley from Capita.  His presence had deterred people from parking outside the school. 

He was looking at various ways of solving the problem and progress was being made with regards to lengthening the zig zags and remarking the bus stop.  Hopefully this would be completed during the Autumn half term.

Questions

Is it a criminal offence to park on grass verges when there are spaces available.  

This could be classed as parking on common ground which was a criminal offence. 

Neighbourhood Watch schemes were not as strongly supported as they have been is anything being done about this.

PSCOs are active in the area and are trying to encourage numbers.  

It was commented that the main issue surrounding Neighbourhood Watch schemes seemed to be the lack of reporting back on issues by the police.

PC Bowyer stated that newsletters are placed on notice boards around the parishes which give a brief summary of crimes that have occurred and their outcomes and dates of next police meetings.  

PCSO Aiston then spoke about the crime in the area which was relatively low, he asked residents to be more aware as burglaries do increase at this time of year. 
The problem surrounding motor bike and quad bikes on the piece of land behind Houghton had now been resolved.  The bikes had been confiscated and would not be returned to the owners.  

Houghton Hall had had several burglaries in the past few months, A bed and breakfast also in Houghton had been broken in to.

At the last meeting of the Safer and Stronger Communities it had been decided to change the priority from speeding through Houghton Village to HGVs on the road from Cringledyke to Rockcliffe.  This would now be monitored. 

Questions

At a meeting of the Stanwix Rural Parish Council, parking problems on Jackson Road had been raised, the Parish Council would appreciate a police presence in the area.  
5.
Community Land Trusts and Local Regeneration
Andy Lloyd, Community Land Trust Project Officer gave the forum a presentation on Community Land Trust (CLTs).  He explained that CLTs help with community enterprises and enable people to have their own key assets such as housing, shops farms and woodlands. The CLT offers professional support for all these assets.  
By offering CLTs, this in turn reduces the burden on Local Authorities.  Various projects such as setting up of community shops, rescuing local public houses and planned self build have been set up in several communities and have been very successful.

Professional support is also available for things such as legal advice and housing developments.
Activities to date in Cumbria include incorporated, progressing sites and business plans for the areas of Crosby Ravensworth, Grasmere, Keswick and Witherslack.  

Alson, Eden Valley, Hawkshead, Helsingham and Windermere are all in the process of getting started.  

Enquiries have been made from Cockermouth, Conistor and Torver, Harraby, Levens, Ulverston, Underbarrow, Waberthwaite and Wetheral.

Questions

What is needed by the community?

Interested people in the community – this is not suitable for all communities, if interested it is an idea to set up a steering group to see what the needs of the community are.

Do you help with architects fees?

There is a £2,500 start up grant available.

The Chair thanked Andy Lloyd for his presentation.

6.
Grant Applications 

The following grant applications were approved.
	GENERAL BUDGET
	£

	The Watson Hall
	Towards replacing seats
	750.00

	Wetheral Community Assoc
	Towards hiring a marquee
	345.00

	Wetheral Parish Council
	Towards the community plan
	1000.00

	Wetheral Parochial Church
	Towards repairs to the tower roof and parapet
	1000.00

	Down a Gate Community Centre
	Towards replacement swings
	2000.00


	YOUTH GENERAL BUDGET
	£

	2nd Holme Eden Brownies
	Towards a trip to Leeds
	600.00


The Meeting ended at 8.30 pm
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